
HONITON
& VILLAGE NEWS

        

NOVEMBER 2020
FREE

The magazine
by the community for the community



 



Honiton & Village News is published by Honiton & East Devon Communities Voice CIC
Registered office: 66 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1PD.  Company number 11725802

The layout, format, design and all other aspects of this magazine are an original idea and therefore copyright of the publisher. No part of this may be reproduced in whole or in part without prior permission in writing. Whilst every care is taken in 
compiling the contents of this magazine, the Honiton & East Devon Communities Voice CIC assumes no responsibility for mistakes and omissions. The views of our contributors are not necessarily the views of the publisher.

 © Printed in England by CRW Print  07768 730024

WELCOME TO HONITON & VILLAGE NEWS -
the monthly magazine by the community for the community

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

www.honitonvillagenews.co.uk

Honiton & Village News is a monthly magazine produced free of charge for the people of Honiton and surrounding villages by a team of volunteers :

Chris Doran, Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wright,  Lyn Hargood, Charles Pegman, Mel Cook, Jennie Sleeman, Rosie Dale

Cover picture of Greater Spotted Woodpecker by Linda Wilkes

I

With everything that is going on in the world we all need good news at the moment. We pride ourselves that 
Honiton & Village News remains at the heart of its community, its content being written and read by the people who 
live here - and this month?s magazine continues to deliver and contain stories that we hope will both inspire and 
cheer you.

Whether your interest lies in our great outdoors, history, village life, local businesses, health service - or any of the 
other topics you will find in this month?s edition, we hope that you continue to enjoy reading about your very local 
area and the people who live and work here.

There is so much to share and celebrate both within the town of Honiton and across our many thriving villages. New 
businesses opening up, celebrating the return of the beavers and otters to our rivers, the future of community use 
buildings with the CUB being passed to community ownership and The Beehive cautiously re-opening after so 
many months due to the restrictions.

We know from your feedback how much you appreciate and enjoy the magazine ? but if you feel you have a story 
to tell about our area please remember to let us know so that we can help you share your news with all our readers. 
You may like to let us know about people in your community who are going above and beyond during these trying 
times to ensure that help and support is available to their local area; or do you know of village or town shops where 
the service they have given has helped people cope during the pandemic; how about our local schools and how 
they are coping. No story is too small for us as long as it reflects our local area.

Deadline for December magazine is 16 November



LETTING OFF STEAM

In the early 1960s, along with many of my school mates I 
was a keen train-spotter. I lived near Willand and many 
hours were spent on the footbridge at Tiverton Junction 
with the occasional cycle ride trip to meet my mate Roy at 
Hemyock. There, we spent our days fishing for trout by the 
station waiting for the train to arrive. Dependent on which 
driver was on shift we were usually guaranteed a ride on 
the branch line engine whilst it shunted tanks for the Milk 
Factory.

One day I decided to give the Western Region a break and 
cycled over to Sidmouth Junction (now Feniton Station) to 
experience what the Southern Region had to offer. The 
day resulted in a lot of new 'cops' in my 2/6 'Ian Allan 

Southern Region' train spotter's book, but the highlight 
came when the the driver of an up parcels' train invited me 
onto the footplate. The locomotive was a rebuilt West 
Country Pacific 34109 Sir Trafford Leigh-Mallory. With me 
watching out of the cab window the shunter uncoupled a 
parcels' van which was deposited in the up bay platform.  
Then, to my excitement, the driver asked if I would like to 
drive the locomotive?  The answer was a resounding 'Yes 
please.'  He pointed out the controls and showed me how 
to pull down the regulator gently to ensure a smooth pull 
away from the bay. I grabbed the regulator, and finding it 
stiff to move, put all my weight on it. The result was that 
the lever suddenly moved fully down! The cab filled with 
steam, the locomotive developed wheel spin and the 
whole thing shuddered dramatically, before the driver 
quickly grabbed the lever back and controlled the spin. I 
was then quickly deposited back on the platform with a 
broad grin right across my face and a big tick against 
34109 in my spotter?s book.

Wind forward twenty years and I had an opportunity of a 
night-time cab ride in a Diesel locomotive from Feniton to 
Honiton. Travelling at 70 mph on the straight track at night 
with just a glimmer of light reflected in the rails and the 
loco bouncing so much I thought it might derail was both a 
frightening and exciting experience. However it didn't 
compare with my regular rides at Hemyock, or my one and 
only curtailed driving experience on a West Country 
Pacific.

Linda Wilkes - Contributing Artist for our November Cover Picture
Linda has gained a well deserved international reputation for her wildlife 
paintings, having studied wildlilfe and its habitat in meticulous detail over the 
past thirty five years. She not only captures the character and intracacies of the 
native wildlife but also the flora and fauna. 

"I am inspired by the natural world and I find there are so many subjects and 
ideas to choose for a painting. I work in gouache and using an airbrush for the 
skies or background, then blocking in the basic shapes and tones, then 
applying layers of paint to build up the image. I also work in oils and acrylic; the 
subject will determine the medium.

"When people see my work I 
would like them to be a part 
of the picture, and how I see 
the natural world. Observing, 

sketching and photographing my subjects, the field studies of 
nature are a very important part in the accuracy of my paintings. 
Specialising in British wildlife I also study birds of prey at falconry 
centres. I have supported the RSPB and Wildlife Trusts at my solo 
shows for many years, donating a percentage of sales to them."

Linda has tutored the occasional workshop and exhibited in various 
galleries across England. She has produced a stunning range of 
Christmas cards for this year.

If you would like to purchase any of her artwork prints or 
cards please contact her on info@linda-wilkes.co.uk or 01404 
549018.. Cards are also available on Linda's website : 
www.linda-wilkes.co.uk

by Charlie Bradfield



FOCUS ON HONITON CAMERA CLUB

Formed some 55 years ago, Honiton Camera Club was initially a Landscape and Portrait Club. With photographs being 
produced from black and white film (2¼? square and 35mm) which in those days people processed at home in their dark 
rooms. Images were also created using 35mm colour slide film which was generally sent away for processing.

Back in 1993 the club organised a photographic competition with four other local Camera Clubs, named the Horseshoe 
Trophy, after the historic Three Horseshoes Inn in Branscombe where the competition was originally held. Next year will 
see the 29th anniversary of the competition, now held at Kilmington Village Hall and comprising five print and five digital 
categories.

Over the years the club has evolved and moved with the times and today images are mainly produced using digital 
cameras and work is either printed or shown digitally.

The Club, which has enjoyed membership of 25-40 people, has always been known as an open and very friendly club 
with members at all levels offering help and support to each other. We trust this will continue.

Honiton Camera Club, with not being able to meet face-to-face at present, has gone virtual: with all meetings being held 
on Zoom until 2021. Upcoming talks include Ralph Snook ARPS EFIAP with his nature snaps from his travels on 6th 
November and Jane Lazenby LRPS on working with textures on your images on 20th November. Other evenings this 
year include digital competitions, with expert judges, and the themes of Landscape and By Moonlight. Also, when 
possible, small groups meet up locally for photo shoots.

To see some of the club members' work, including recent images taken during lockdown, or to contact the club if 
you are interested in membership, please visit

 their website: HonitonCamera.Club 

or Facebook page:www.facebook.com/HonitonCameraClub



BOOK REVIEW
by John Burgess

This is a truly joyful book and a worthy sequel to Cannery Row. All Steinbeck's wit, compassion 
and wisdom are on display and a kaleidoscope of characters, familiar and new, populate the story 
with doubtful schemes, homespun wisdom and unfailing benevolence. It's a gentle, philosophical 
treatise on loneliness, failure and friendship and it's a love story to warm your heart.

From the opening sentence Steinbeck sets the mood with his laid back, conversational style. This 
is a book to read in a garden chair, with your feet up, the sun shining, the bees humming and a 
glass of something close at hand. A book to savour at a leisurely pace, and a journey to enjoy that 
leads to a most satisfactory ending.

Doc, a marine biologist, has returned from the war to his old life but is plagued by a restlessness 
he can't pin down. Suzy arrives in town to join the other girls in the Bear Flag, the local bordello, 
but she doesn't fit in. Fauna, the no-nonsense and kindly Madame, sees Suzy as the perfect cure 
for Doc's ills. How this matchmaking plays out is the main thread of the novel.

"It was Fauna?s conviction, born out of long experience, that most people, one, did not know what they wanted; two, did 
not know how to go about getting it; and three, didn't know when they had it."

Steinbeck fills the book with a rich cast of supporting characters and meanders away from the main story into their lives. 
So we have brief encounters with a flipflopping Chinaman, a seer living on the beach, Frankie, a boy with severe learning 
difficulties, Jingleballicks, an eccentric scientist, and the bowlers and the butterflies of Pacific Grove; individual threads 
woven into the story all helping to create an atmosphere of time and place.

But the main counterpoint to Doc and Suzy's journey is Mack, and the boys of the Palace Flophouse. Their ramshackle, 
vagrant lives have no great purpose and consist mainly of drinking, and dreaming of ways to make money.

The character of Hazel is a delight. He's simple, innocent, gullible and loyal, who believes because the stars are aligned 
and he has nine toes he must become President of the United States. His love of Mack and Doc lead him to one drastic 
act that breaks the deadlock between Doc and Suzy.

"Thinking is always painful, but in Hazel it was heroic. A picture of the process would make you seasick. A grey whirling 
furore of images, memories, words, patterns. It was like a traffic jam at a big intersection with Hazel in the middle trying to 
get something to move somewhere. "

I love Steinbeck's ability to build a picture and mood in just a few words, his mix of 
philosophy, and celebration of the human spirit.

?Men seem to be born with a debt they can never pay no matter how hard they try. It 
piles up ahead of them. Man owes something to man. If he ignores the debt it poisons 
him, and if he tries to make payments the debt only increases, and the quality of his gift 
is the measure of the man.?

Steinbeck takes a series of stories and characters, set in poverty, hardship, and 
degradation and sprinkles them with holy water. He strips the sin off the sinners and 
gives absolution.

If you?re a romantic, read it; if you're a world-weary cynic there is plenty here to lift the 
mood, give pause for thought and raise a smile.

Sweet Thursday by John Steinbeck





 

BERTIE'S RAMBLINGS
Bertie Perfects his Zooming

Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker 
Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful 
valley near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

With the evenings drawing in and the days getting cooler, 
life at Bertie HQ has shifted into autumn/winter mode. We 
still go on our morning and afternoon family pack walks but 
for the humans this means dressing up in a ridiculous 
amount of clothes and when we arrive anywhere there is 
at least 5 minutes of grunting and groaning as welly boots 
are pulled on before we can get started.

One of the many advantages of being a dog is that you 
just need to say the magic word, ?walkies? and we are 
good to go. The weather conditions do not bother us one 
jot as every walk brings its own pleasures and delights; 
what fantabulous fun I have had chasing after leaves 
falling from trees, sniffing around a wet woodland floor and 
splashing through many a muddy puddle.

Even better if you can share all this soggy enjoyment with 
a fellow pooch. One of my best chums for this kind of 
caper is Jed. About the same age as me and also a 
spaniel, we love nothing better than to chase around to 
see who can find the deepest and muddiest puddle of 
them all.

Winter months are also the time for perfecting your 
?zooming techniques?. I know you humans have recently 
gotten into zooming as I hear mine talking proudly about 
how they are getting better at it. We dogs though are the 
experts and zoom all the time, particularly when it is cold 

and wet. Usually when we arrive home I get dried off with a towel but zooming is absolutely the best way to warm yourself 
up after a cold wet walk. It takes about 10 minutes to work and all you have to do is zoom around the house taking 
corners at top speed, sending rugs flying and (if you can get away with it) leaping on and off furniture and ricocheting off 
walls. It works every time and then you can settle down warm and snug in your basket for a lovely snoozle to regain your 
strength for the next time ?walkies? is called.

Now I just want to put in a plea for all my doggie mates, especially those of a more nervous disposition. As a working 
spaniel breed I am lucky that loud noises don?t bother me, it is in my DNA not to notice them. It is not the same for all 
dogs though, and for many creatures in fact, so please just spare a thought for them when letting off fireworks this year. If 
necessary, keep us inside with the curtains drawn and something good on the TV to watch and we will be much happier 
whilst you are out having your bonfire night fun ? please do save us a sausage though as we would never want to miss 
out on that kind of banger!

W A N T ED  U RGEN T LY
Working scooters 

&  walkers with seats

 for

 T he Joe Gilson M obility 
Scheme

 Please phone 01404 43341



ADAM THE GARDENER
Autumn - Beginning or End of the Gardening Year?

This year more than most has been a time to really value a garden. Here are a few jobs to keep you busy and keep your 
garden looking great for next year.

Your Lawn

A well kept lawn really offsets the rest of the garden, but it needs a bit of work to counter the wear it gets. Over time 
earthworms, birds and, worst of all, moles can make the lawn surface uneven until it does not cut so well. Top dressing 
with spent sieved compost can even up undulations. Rolling the lawn in the spring will also help but don?t roll the lawn in 
autumn as this can slow drainage and hinder grass growth. 

If you have areas that do not drain quickly, spiking with a fork will help; get the tines in as far as they will go, or even better 
borrow or hire a hollow tine fork (for large lawns a mechanised one is great) - these remove cylindrical cores from the 
lawn, then brush fine compost in to fill these voids. If you have time edge your lawn with an edging iron to define the 
borders and give a crisp shape to your garden ready for spring. By November you can make the final cut of your lawn and 
it should look good then through the winter.

Fallen Leaves and What To Do With Them

There are much better things to do with fallen leaves than putting them out for recycling. Firstly you can use them as a 
mulch under trees and shrubs, to stop weeds; they will be dragged in by the earthworms and improve the soil. If you have 
the space and time, make some leaf mould. It takes two years for leaves to properly rot down into a crumbly substance 
that is great in planting holes or an addition to potting compost - you just need to heap your leaves into a pile, supported 
by wire fencing sides and let it decompose. Leaves left around can block gutters, make ponds toxic, or piles on the lawn 
can kill the grass. Given that you should clear them up, best to use them as mulch or make some rich leaf mould.

In The Greenhouse

The term greenhouse was coined hundreds of years ago when evergreen plants (or greens as they were called) imported 
from abroad were overwintered in sheds in the garden that became known as ?greenhouses?. The term greenhouse has 
stuck to apply to both glass and polythene structures. Most of our greenhouses lay empty through a lot of the winter, but 
they can be used. Once the old tomato plants have been cleared and composted, a general clean up with a 5% bleach 
spray or wash down is good practice to stop the build up of diseases. In pots or in the soil you could then sow a few winter 
salad crops, rocket, mitzuna, and cornsalad make a good mix of baby leaves that should crop through until April when 
tomatoes and other crops get started again. 

With a bit more space carrots sown in November make a welcome crop by May, and an odd corner or pots could grow a 
few garlic bulbs. Just remember to check all those crops for watering every week or so as they slowly dry out otherwise.

Whether you consider Autumn the end or the beginning of the gardening year, any bit of dry weather can be used to tidy 
up from this year or get going for the next, the reality is ?it never stops?.





HOUSEPLANTS IN WINTER
Whilst we?ve all been stuck at home for longer than normal this year, lots of us have been creating ?indoor jungles?.

Plants are incredibly beneficial for our health and wellbeing and taking care of plants has shown that it can reduce anxiety 
and stress levels. There are quite a few plants that clean the air around us - NASA has done multiple tests with plants, to 
see which are the best at cleaning the air in our homes ? results showed the top performers to be the Sansevieria, Peace 
Lily, Spider Plant, Scindapsus, Ivy, Gerbera, Areca Palm, Rhapis Palm, Aloe Vera and Chrysanthemum. We try to keep a 
stock of all of these at the garden centre ? they are very popular plants, also pretty easy to care for. Sansevieria and 
Spider Plants are almost ?unkillable? and you can propagate their babies meaning more plants!

Now November is upon us when outside is looking a bit bare of colour, we start to think about festive plants. The most 
common Christmas houseplants are Cyclamen, Poinsettia, Azalea, and Christmas Cacti. Some Christmas plants in 
particular can be tempting but toxic to our pets, so best to keep them out of reach. Below you can find care information to 
help you keep your plants in tip-top condition throughout the festive season and beyond.

Cyclamen are a favourite of many; you can see them in shades of white, pink and red. 
They also come in a range of different sizes; usually you can get the bigger plants for 
indoors ? they look fab on a kitchen window or in a festive pot in your living room. They 
need watering from below in a saucer or at the bottom of the pot. It is best to keep soil 
moist but not waterlogged, or they will rot. To keep the cyclamen flowering, remove the 
dead heads by snipping at the stem near to the bottom of the plant.

Poinsettia is a classic houseplant, with its vibrant red 
petals, which are synonymous with Christmas; you can 
also find poinsettias in pink, cream and speckled red. 
These plants are a little fussy but worth the extra care. 
Bright but not direct light is a must to keep your plant 

flourishing.Watering from the bottom with tepid water, keeping the soil moist but never 
waterlogged. Keep away from draughts or they will drop their petals. You don?t have to 
feed your poinsettia, but to encourage more growth and to stimulate the original growth 
you may want to feed it with a generic houseplant feed or a Drip Feeder specifically for 
poinsettias.

Azaleas are gorgeous rosy looking flowers. Much like a 
hardy outdoor azalea, your indoor plant will also need 
acidic soil. They need lots of indirect light to bloom and do not let them dry out!! Dunk the 
pots in water and leave there until the air bubbles have stopped, then allow to drain 
before placing back into it?s decorative pot cover (if you?re using one) or on a saucer. 
There is no need to feed your azalea until it?s stopped flowering. You can get your indoor 
azalea to re-flower, but it will take a little extra care. Once the flowers have faded, give 
your plant more light and feed every two weeks. When the weather warms up, you can 
place it outside in a shaded spot, keeping the soil damp. Bring it indoors before the first 
frost and take care of it as you did the previous year. Voila ? a new set of blooms should 
appear!

Christmas Cacti are brilliant plants with blousy star shaped blooms if cared for correctly. 
There are four easy steps you can follow to give yourself gorgeous flowers.

1 ? Winter ? place in a location with four to six hours of sunlight a day. Keep soil 
moist.

2 ? Spring ? Fertilise once the flowers have faded.

3 ? Summer ? Move outdoors to a shaded area, maintain watering and feeding.

4 ? Autumn ? Bring back indoors and start to water less, giving the soil time to dry 
out in between watering. This is when the ?budding regime? begins ? it can be 
tricky, but you?ll be rewarded with lots of lovely blooms that Alan Titchmarsh 
would be proud of!

September/October time, leave the plant in a dark room or covered for at least 12 hours a day. After three or four 
weeks buds should appear, then you can move to a space with more light. Once the buds get bigger you can 
place the plant where you?d like it to be displayed. Avoid extreme temperature and lighting changes. Continue to 
water and feed as you did last winter.

Enjoy the ?plants? of your labour!

by Combe Garden Centre



by Chris Harwood

THE TIPTON CIRCUIT

Drive to the Bowd Inn on the A3052 Newton Poppleford 
to Sidford road and look for the large wooded lay-by (Grid 
Ref SY 110 900) some 300yards beyond the Inn towards 
Sidford. Cross into it with care if approaching from the 
direction of the Inn. Now wander carefully back to the Inn 
and move right along the minor road to Tipton. Very soon 
move into Fire Beacon Lane and at the junction bear 
left.(Not up the Private Rd).Plod slowly up here taking 
time maybe to look back at the panoramic view.Stay on 
the road ? don?t take first Public Bridleway up right to Fire 
Beacon Hill ? curving round the hill and ignoring the next 
Public Bridleway sign pointing to the right.

Take the next Public Footpath, just after the right hand 
bend in the road, off to the right leading up into and 
following the edge of the wonderful woods. This is a 
magical track and it passes a small clearing, just before a 
brick house, in which there was once an ancient cottage. 
Little sign of it now. Bear right uphill by the house ? bit 
steep but take it slowly and enjoy the trees ? to emerge 
beside a Public Footpath sign. Here, bear right up the 
slope for about 20 yds. to emerge at a cross-way beside 
a small boundary stone. Left here at this cross-track and 
stay on this good wide flinty track for some considerable 
distance to eventually emerge in a good clearing on a 
bend in a small road. This is White Cross. Good spot for 
a coffee and break to look at the incredible views. Couple 
of handy bench seats just over the low embankment!

Now, leave the car park area and move on almost 
doubling back diagonally left on yourself through a wide 
metal gate to follow a wide green track that follows the 
line of the valley and the edge of the woods. Do not 
move left into the trees. The track drops downhill to a 
gate and footpath sign. Pass through the gate and move 
diagonally left down the open field to a gate that leads 
you on to a small road. Right here down the road then 
left at the Public Bridleway sign to enjoy an incredible 
green lane to a road. Left here down the road some 
considerable way to a combined Public Footpath and 
Bridleway sign on a left hand bend in the road. Right up 
the Bridleway and then left at the 3-way Public Bridleway 
sign. Emerge on to the main road. Great Care Here! 
Right down the road a short way and then cross carefully 
to the Public Footpath on the left. Over a little wooden 
bridge and then follow the hedge on your right for the 
length of the field to meet the River Otter. Left along the 
bank to a small stile and gate tucked away in the corner. 
Up a bit and pass above a weir eventually going over a 
stile and through a works yard. Look for the 
Archimedean screw, in a small brick building,diverting 
water back into the River Otter having generated 
electricity for the Mill. Carry on through the old mill with 
its neglected buildings. If, when you visit, it is still 
dilapidated then peek through the broken windows and 
see the old mill wheel and water race. Follow the narrow 
track ahead following the line of the river to eventually 
emerge on to the road in Tipton.

Right here ? striving to avoid stopping at the Inn ? and 
just over the bridge over the river Otter take the Public 
Footpath to the left. Follow this track and the river all the 
way to Harpford. Great chance to see kingfishers along 
here and an abundance of other wildlife. Once at 
Harpford cross the narrow iron bridge and move left up to 
the Church. At the junction turn left and then almost 
immediately right up Knapps Lane. In a few yards, on a 
bend, drop down right ? track signposted to the Bowd ? 
and follow what has to be one of the most wonderful 
paths you have ever been on. See the gigantic trees and 
eroded sandstone gully. You are following a path below 
the old railway embankment and look out for an 
interesting low bricked culvert that runs under the 
railway. (Do not take this turning !) Keeping left you soon 
you come to a brick bridge that once carried the rail line 
and here pass under the bridge but immediately take the 
steps on the left up on to the route of the old line. (A 
permissive path). Continue left to meet the road just 
before the Bowd Inn ? yes, resist the temptation again ? 
and walk right, over the main road and down to the 
lay-by from whence you started.

Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

7.4 Miles. About 3.5 Hours

Sounds like a long walk but mostly fairly easy walking with a few steeper parts. Some truly wonderful 
green lanes, tracks and views. Lanes, woods, pasture and riverbank ? the lot!



 ANTIQUES SHOWCASE
Differing Values

What does Honiton auction house, Chilcotts, do? The clue is in the name, ?Chilcotts, 
Auctioneers and Valuers?. It is easy to understand the role of an Auctioneer, but what 
about the ?Valuing? side of the company?s function, and how they arrive at the values.

Most ?valuing? work involves appraising items for sale and then working out appropriate 
auction estimates. The complexity of this will depend on the piece being appraised: a 
Victorian chest of drawers will attract a pretty standard range of prices depending on its 
condition and its design and the valuers will be able to quickly suggest an auction 
estimate. However, rarer objects will require research - investigating provenance, 
looking for makers' marks, ensuring that the piece is genuine and double checking other 
recent saleroom prices.

Valuing jewellery, silver and watches also involves weighing and measuring the precious 
metal and gemstones, using a loupe (small magnifying glass) to look for ?inclusions? in 
diamonds or other imperfections; fashion and trends need to be considered.

The Company?s valuation work includes preparing professional reports for Probate, 
Insurance or Family Division - these each have a different set of values. Figures used in 
Probate Valuations are close to auction estimates, while valuations for Insurance 
Valuations are set at retail, or shop, prices.

At shop prices, these insurance values are significantly higher than auction estimates: 
they will take into account what a shop?s margins and overheads may be. This can be 
confusing - people sometimes expect to sell items at auction for the same price as a 
previously assessed insurance value - auction values are similar to wholesale, while 
insurance values are retail.

Valuing involves making a set of difficult judgements in a varying commercial landscape. 
Having given all due care and attention to decide upon an estimate, the auction market 
occasionally throws up some wonderful surprises and the valuer is left wondering how 
much, with over forty years? experience, he knows!



1860 FENITON DERAILMENT 

Last month saw  the publication of a free booklet telling the 
history of Honiton Station and commemorating the 160th 
anniversary of the opening of the railway line in July 1860. 
One of the events mentioned in the booklet is an accident 
that saw the derailment of a train near Feniton, just two 
weeks after the line had opened.

An immediate 
inquiry was set 
up to discover 
the cause, led 
by Captain 
Tyler of the 
Royal 
Engineers, who 
was part of Her 
Majesty?s Rail 
Inspectorate, 
the world?s first 
specialist rail 
accident 
investigation 
team, founded 
in 1840. In his 

report to the Board of Trade, the inspector reported that 
the train involved was the 3.30 p.m. service from Yeovil to 
Exeter on July 29th, consisting of two engines and 
tenders, plus six carriages and two brake vans. 

The accident happened when the tender attached to 
Colne, the locomotive at the front of the train, suddenly 
came off the rails, dragging the second locomotive, The 
Tiger, off the track as well. The couplings between the 
second locomotive and the first tender then snapped, and 
the front locomotive carried on up the track for a quarter of 
a mile, dragging the derailed tender behind it, destroying 
the sleepers as it went.

The second locomotive veered off to the right, pulling the 
six carriages and brake vans behind it. When the engine 
finally came to a halt, it became embedded sideways in 
the soft embankment 20 feet below the level of the line. 
The soft earth acted as a brake on the locomotive, so the 
rest of the train came to a relatively smooth halt, and the 
carriages stayed on the track. 

There were no reports of injuries to the passengers, 
despite many of them being thrown from their seats. The 
driver was unhurt, and the fireman was only slightly injured 
when he jumped clear.

Captain Tyler found no defect in the rails that could have 
caused the derailment, although as a result of the 
accident: ?The line was torn up, and the rails bent and 
twisted in all directions.? He decided that the train was 
travelling at between 30 and 35 miles an hour.

After inspecting the tender, he found nothing that might 
have caused it to derail. The wheels were in good 
condition, the buffers were correctly aligned with the 
locomotive, and the damage he found to the axles was a 

result of the derailment. He concluded that the cause was, 
quite simply, that the railway was too new. The 30 foot 
high embankment was built of sand and gravel. It was so 
recently constructed that Captain Tyler believed that the 
ground did not have sufficient time to become 
consolidated. He noted that it was then normal practice, 
and remains so to this day, for trains to run at reduced 
speed over newly constructed track.

Captain Tyler also observed that the second engine was 
not usually attached to this train, but was travelling to 
Exeter to collect a special train. It was decided that this 
heavier engine would be attached to the train, rather than 
travel along the single track by itself causing delays to 
other trains. The inspector felt that the extra weight was a 
factor in causing the accident.

He noted that fellow inspector Colonel Yolland had 
examined the line before it was allowed to open, and that 
his report had been sent to the railway company. In it, the 
Colonel said: ?In consequence of the nature of the soil 
through which the cuttings are made, and the material of 
which the embankments are formed, I would recommend 
that the cuttings and embankments should be carefully 
watched, and the speed at which trains run over them, till 
they become consolidated, should be moderate.?

It is possible that if the inspection of July 13th had been 
taken more seriously, the accident might never have 
happened. But then, there is also an even more worrying 
thought. Opening day saw a special train dispatched from 
Yeovil to Exeter. That train was hauled by no less than 
three engines and tenders and had 20 carriages. What if 
that train had 
come off the line? 
One can only 
imagine the 
possible loss of 
life, to say 
nothing of the 
blow to the 
reputation of the 
new railway if the 
very first train to 
travel along it had 
come off the 
tracks.

The line was 
rapidly rebuilt, so 
rapidly that when Colonel Yolland came to see the 
aftermath for himself, and to judge whether the soft ground 
had contributed to the derailment, the damage had already 
been repaired. The line reopened within two weeks.

A Short History of Honiton Station is available from 
Allhallows Museum shop on Tuesdays and Saturdays, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For details of The Friends of Honiton Station, see their 
website: friendsofhonitonstation.org.uk

by Martin Long



WILD HONITON
Circular Walk within Wild East Devon?s Knapp Copse Local Nature Reserve

Distance: (estimate) 2.3 km / 1.4 miles

Time taken: 1-1.5 hours

Difficulty: Moderate-Hard (depending on ground conditions) with steep sections and steps.

Wellies or stout walking boots are essential!

On a crisp November morning nothing can beat a walk in the countryside, especially when the stroll in question 
encompasses one of East Devon?s hidden treasures. Knapp Copse spans both sides the steep Roncombe valley within 
the East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and features an attractive mosaic of ancient woodland, grazed 
meadows and spring line mires.The remote location of the reserve makes it a perfect spot for stargazing. It has even 
been designated as a Dark Skies Discovery Site, one of Wild East Devon?s three reserves to hold that accolade.

Looking at this picturesque landscape, it is hard to believe that it was an active landfill site until 1982. Owned and restored 
by Devon County Council, it is now managed by us at Wild East Devon, who continue to enhance biodiversity through 
practices such as hedge maintenance for dormice and bats, grassland management for flowers and insects and scrub 
clearance to improve plant diversity in the mire.

The trail starts from the Knapp Copse car park. Travelling from Honiton, take the A375 towards Sidmouth and turn left at 
the Hare and Hounds pub on Putts Corner. Continue along this road for approximately 1 mile and Knapp Copse is 
situated on the right hand side.

From the car park, continue down the track through the main gate for 100 yards until you reach a fingerpost, which marks 
the start of the ?Permissive Path? on the left. Follow the route marked by striking blue posts along hedgerows and through 
grazed fields, down onto the valley floor. Here, the path joins up with the East Devon Way for those who want a longer 
route. For the Permissive Path, pass through the metal gate and turn immediately right into a recently-planted orchard. 
Take the left hand fork in the track and continue to follow the blue posts uphill enjoying the views as you go. At the top of 
the hill, turn right and right again through two wooden gates. The path then follows a fence line, descending through 
ancient woodland until it crosses a tarmac track. Pass through the gate and back uphill to the car park. If hunger strikes 
after your walk, the nearby Hare and Hounds pub boasts great food and drink and cosy log fires.

For events, management insights, how to get 
involved or for information on our new Wild 

Honiton project visit: wildeastdevon.co.uk or 
find us on social media @wildeastdevon



THE BEEHIVE IS BACK!
Thank you so much for all your messages of support over the past 7 months. After adopting Covid safety measures and 
with huge thanks to a generous private donation which will help the charity to weather the next few months, we were 
delighted to re-open our doors again on 28 September. It has been heart-warming to see people back at The Beehive and 
groups such as Theatre Kidz, Westernspirit line dancing and East Devon Dance have resumed their activities. We 
understand that it is a little too soon for some groups to return and we are sad to say farewell to Devon Link Up who 
occupied one of the upstairs rooms on a long term let. Please help us spread the word that we are now open and have a 
good range of spaces to hire at The Beehive. We are also looking forward to showing a selection of films and event 
cinema to gently re-introduce our loyal audiences back to The Beehive.

The team has been working hard behind the scenes to make sure that everyone will feel comfortable and reassured as 
they begin to come and enjoy the upcoming cinema screenings. Things will work a little differently for now and there will 
always be someone to ask or guide you ? here are some of the core new Covid policies and procedures you can expect 
to find when you visit us...

We?re really excited to be showing films again and particularly the National Theatre Live broadcast of War Horse on 
Saturday 14 November. This remarkable story of courage, 
loyalty and friendship tells of a young boy called Albert and 
his horse Joey, set against the backdrop of the First World 
War. This powerfully moving show of phenomenal 
inventiveness is filled with stirring music and songs, 
featuring ground-breaking puppetry work by Handspring 
Puppet Company, which brings breathing, galloping horses 
to life on stage.

On Saturday 21 November we have Military Wives. Faced 
with their loved ones' absences these very different women 
come together to form the first Military Wives Choir, 
helping each other through some of life's most difficult 
moments. A feel-good crowd pleaser inspired by true 
events.

The world's ultimate musical duo, Michael Ball and Alfie 
Boe, are 'Back Together' and hot on the heels of their star 
turns in the West End's phenomenally successful staged 
concert of Les Miserables, Ball and Boe's sensational 
voices and irresistible chemistry will light up the big screen 
on Saturday 28 November.

Finally, we are showing The Secret Garden on Saturday 5 
December. The well-loved story of a young girl who is sent 
to live with her sad uncle, where she discovers a beautiful 
garden and a local boy who helps her understand the 
garden?s hidden secrets.

If you have any queries, please ring the box office, if 
we?re closed leave a message and we will ensure a 
swift response. 

We look forward to welcoming you back. 

The Beehive team

·It is now a requirement to wear a face covering in venues (unless exempt) This may be taken off to eat 
and drink only when seated inside the auditorium.

·NHS Test and Trace app users will be able to scan the QR code (check in).

·Please use the hand sanitiser on arrival and at other points around the building. Safeguarding screens 
are installed at the reception desk and bar. Staff and volunteers are regularly disinfecting contact points 
in the building and there is an enhanced cleaning regime.

·Please respect the 1 metre+ physical distance from other people and follow the one-way system 
through the building along with any staff instructions.

·The auditorium has a much reduced capacity. Only alternate rows of seats are in use and there will be 
two empty seats between each bubble. It is essential that you sit in your allocated seat.

·Please book tickets and refreshments in advance preferably online www.beehivehoniton.co.uk or by 
telephone - box office: 01404 384050



MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR SMARTPHONE
by Michaela Watkins

For many of us our smartphones are becoming an important daily companion. Apart 
from email, texts and calls there are now more connected services than ever, one 
really can make a smartphone work in one's favour.

In the settings of every phone there is an accessibility option, in here there are tools 
available to increase the text size of almost everything you see, that's a good start. 
Now apps. Did you know the standard NHS app allows one to order repeat 
prescriptions, check your record and send your GP surgery a message via 'econsult'? 
Personally I use this and prescriptions are usually ready in just a few days, 
sometimes 48 hours. There are more things this app can do so it's well worth 
checking out although you may have to register for online services first via the 
surgery.

If like me you use Google Calendar then there is an app that works brilliantly for 
search. It's called 'Calendar Companion', it is by a developer called 'Babak Mozaffari' 

and can be found in the app store (Android). While it's not free it's not expensive either and it transforms your productivity. 
This app will search for whatever you type in, a bit of a name or address etc, in my case it will search around 10 years of 
appointments and generate a list, brilliant. I think one has to set the date search range in settings, although that may have 
changed.

Finally, printing. There are many printers that are compatible with mobile devices, however some make setting up difficult. 
Things may well have changed on the difficulty level in the past year or so but given the choice I would still choose HP all 
day long. A standard HP all in one (print, scan, copy) that has WiFi built in also usually has Apple Air Print technology 
included. This tech allows one?s Ipad to print most things straight off the bat - no additional software needed. Android just 
needs to install the HP Print Service Plugin (and activate it). Depending on Android platform one may also need HP 
Smart, this is the app that adds more functions including scanning, this is available for Apple too. So, in many cases with 
the HP Smart app one can just not bother with the computer. I'm not paid by HP etc, but having set up quite a lot of 
printers I have found what in my opinion works best. You can even set up a HP printer with just a smartphone and the HP 
Smart app.



5 TOP TIPS  TO KEEP YOU AND YOUR DOG SAFE FROM CORONAVIRUS

As we all know, dogs can?t catch Covid 19 but did you know that they could be 
instigating the spread and causing un-ease? Friendly dogs with bad recall could 
be putting you at risk just by being inquisitive and at this very moment dog owners 
should be discouraging their dogs from saying hello and keeping them to social 
distancing rules. 

Grabbing a dog to control them when they?re not listening will put you in close 
proximity to other people, Corona-virus maybe lingering on the dog's fur or 
harboured on the collar and D-rings so treat them like a walking surface; your dog 
may approach people with low immunity or chronic health conditions that are 
being super careful or people that are just plain terrified of catching the virus. 

A well socialised dog is happy to be around others but wants to stay and play with 
you. You hold their attention and they are looking to you for entertainment, not 
everything or everyone around them. Keeping your dog on a lead more and 
diverting their attention away may just save somebody and make you and your 
dog MORE sociable. There has never been a better time to do this so here are 5 

top tips to keep you and your dog safe. 

1. Discourage people from touching your dog, they may have alcohol gel or Corona-virus on their hands. Alcohol gel is 
poisonous and if ingested could make your dog ill. 

2. Train your dog to recall as soon as anyone approaches, whether it?s a dog or a person; get into the habit of playing 
games or giving treats right at the moment they may want to say hello. Be more interesting by changing direction, run off 
so they chase you and chuck biscuits. It?s all tricks and bribery with dogs. 

3. If your dog isn?t up to scratch with their recall, use a harness and longline and practice gaining their attention all the 
way through the walk. People often stop as soon as they are getting good but you should continue to train all the time. 
Don?t use retractable leads, they are dangerous and confusing! 

4. Use treats they love or their daily food allowance, getting your dog to work for their food is the best thing you can do for 
them. Get your dog on a sniffari! It will wear them out mentally. Giving praise and using toys can be just as effective, go 
with what your dog loves most. 

5. Respect on-lead dogs and people by giving them space or alternatively ask if it?s OK to for your dog to approach. An 
on-lead dog being approached by an off-lead dog can be seen as a threatening situation and can encourage reactive 
behaviour which is unfair. You are inadvertently training that dog to be reactive which is hugely frustrating to the owner 
who is really trying to their best. Law states you should have good control of an off-lead dog.

by Jude Davidson

Jude Davidson is an award winning dog walker and cat sitter who also loves writing dog blogs. She lives in Honiton with her cat Lunar 
and her dog Elsa and is the owner of Park Life Honiton which she started 5 years ago. 

Jude has honed her walks into activities-based wilderness trails, designed for gun dogs to improve their focus, socialisation, general 
health and happiness in the beautiful Blackdown Hills. She provides top tip videos, lovely photography, stories and information to her 
customers so they can be part of the fun too.

To join the Park Life Wilderness Club or for more information

07427500766 or parklifehoniton@gmail.com



NATURE NOTES

If you have anything 'wildlife related' you would like to show me or tell me about, please get in touch at 
vernonwhitlock@aol.com

In these grim times if you are looking for good news, look no further than the River Otter and its tributaries that flow 
through Honiton and our local villages. We have recently made the national headlines as our beavers have finally been 
allowed to stay and recognised as a natural animal. It was around 250 years ago that beavers were last recorded in the 
wild but now they are back in strength and occupy territories from Otterton right up to the source of the river at Otterford 
Lakes.

6 August 2020 went down in history as a very significant day. 
This was the day when Environment Minister, Rebecca Pow, 
announced that the Eurasian Beavers living wild on the River 
Otter in East Devon would be permitted to remain permanently. 
This historic move marked the first permitted reintroduction of a 
formerly extinct mammal into the English countryside.  It followed 
a similar move in Scotland in 2016. The decision followed the 
successful completion of the five year River Otter Beaver Trial 
and the publication, by the Science and Evidence Forum, of a 
detailed report of the findings of the scientific research 
undertaken since 2015. For those who would like to find out more 
you can access the report by searching for ?River Otter Beaver 
Trial? on the Devon Wildlife Trust website. I?ve yet to see beavers 
on the Honiton stretch of the Otter but they are there, and I?ve 
have seen the evidence of their feeding. Look out for 
characteristic tooth marks on willows and other riverside trees.

Beavers have joined otters as another success story on our river. There are now more otters on the Otter than any time in 
living memory.  Great work by the River Authority and our local farmers have in recent years improved water quality, 
making it a great habitat for fish and invertebrates as well as our larger residents.

I have always been fascinated by otters and in my teens read ?Tarka the Otter? by Henry Williamson. The book describes 
Tarka?s life on the North Devon Rivers Taw and Torridge. I spent my early years in Appledore overlooking both rivers and 
since then have visited family there regularly, but have never seen an otter in North Devon. However recent reports from 
across Devon have revealed that otter populations are very healthy in North Devon, across the County and especially in 
their namesake river, the Otter.

Otter numbers suffered a dramatic decline in the 1950?s and 60?s and various reports 
highlighted hunting, fishing, the spread of mink and road casualties as probable 
reasons. It was however not until the 1970?s that the Nature Conservancy Council 
identified the introduction of insecticides such as Dieldrin as the real culprit. These 
chemicals were banned in the late 70?s and otters have since then slowly recovered 
to the heathy numbers they are now.

I saw my first otter in East Devon in the early 1980?s and can remember it now as 
clear as day. I had driven over Langford Bridge towards Dunkeswell and taken the 
first turning on the right towards Dumpdon. After a few hundred yards there is a 
bridge over a small stream. There on the road, in the middle of the bridge, was an 
otter! It stood up on its hind legs and looked at me as I stopped the car to stare. After 
a few too brief seconds it bounded off, over the road, into the bank and disappeared out of sight. Last year I decided to 
sketch the otter as I remember it. You can see my efforts on this page.

I like to think that I now play some part in supporting the local otter population. My contribution  is to search for otter 
droppings, or scat as its called, to monitor numbers.  Every two months there?s nothing better to cheer you up on a 
Sunday morning than scrambling down the banks of the Otter, looking for poo and sniffing its sweet smell to confirm it's 
otter. It?s then home for tea and cake as I submit my sightings to the Devon Biodiversity Records Office.

If you see any Otters or Beavers on our stretch of the river, please let me know and I?ll share the information in a future 
edition of Nature Notes.

Reasons to be Cheerful or Keep Beavering On

Photo courtesy of David White, Devon Wildlife Trust



A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

Storm Alex hurtled across the hills, ripping limbs from giant oaks, tiles from 
roofs.  Leaves scattered, the old house creaked, water poured off the thatch.  
As the gale abated a dense blanket of fog rolled across the Yarty valley to 
this remote point, eight hundred feet above sea level, swallowing up all 
sound.  At my desk my pen on paper scratched into a deep well of silence.  

This is what it would have been like two, three hundred years ago, a night to 
close the shutters and stoke the fire, to ?  but did you hear that sound?  
Hooves muffled with rags?  Five and twenty ponies are trotting through the 
dark.  Hush, don?t unbar the door, don?t go running out to look.  The 
Gentlemen have chosen a good night to bring inland those kegs of 
brandy-wine and ropes of ?baccy that were slipped ashore on the Beer 
luggers recently.  But don?t you go telling anyone about the cave cut into the 
bank behind the house and those little barrels in the wall of the well or we?ll 
have the Revenue men down on us.  

Dear reader, this touch of the Kiplings is not entirely fictitious.  Shortly after 
we moved to Yarcombe a man turned up who had spent his childhood in our 
house in the nineteen-fifties.  There was not much that Richard recognised 
about the greatly altered garden but when we reached the Elizabethan well 
he remembered that underneath the wooden lid were ?butter bricks?, sizeable 
gaps between the interior stones of the wall where his mother kept cool the 
pats of butter she made ? but which were purportedly built in that way to hide 

contraband.  The two bottle bottoms (lost under later rendering) that Richard told me were set into the wall on the lane 
tipped the wink to smugglers that this was a safe house.  It was not the only one in the lane or in the area.  A few years 
later, friends in Stockland showed me the huge oak lintel over their dining room inglenook which came from a wreck off 
Branscombe, the ship?s cargo stripped and much of the vessel itself broken up and carried inland before the Revenue 
men got wind of things.

Plenty of people in these villages knew to ?watch the wall? while the Gentlemen rode by.  Many were themselves in on the 
business, lending a horse or two, providing hiding places for contraband, and the rewards for their complicity - a keg of 
fine brandy, a folding of French lace - helped to make a hard life a little easier.  At the time the British government needed 
money to fight the Napoleonic wars and set swingeing duties on goods as various as tobacco, brandy and leghorn hats so 
that by 1815, when nearly 1,500 items were subject to duty, smuggling was rife all along the south coast of England with 
some four million gallons of brandy being slipped into Devon and Cornwall each year. 

If you popped into Dr Who?s Tardis and returned to the eighteen-hundreds you would have to search to find anyone with a 
good word for the Blackdowns apart from the hill folk themselves.  Few travellers liked to venture into these parts.  They 
were known as wild and lonely places, a land of isolated farming villages, scattered smallholdings and drovers? ways.  
Hidden among the steep wooded ridges and down furzy tracks were the haunts of sheep stealers and coiners, 
highwaymen and smugglers, throat-cutters and pickpockets, who made the area notorious for lawlessness.  The last 
person in England to be hanged for sheep-stealing was a Blackdowns man, Tom Musgrove, a preacher from Culmstock 
and well known thief.

?We?ve got black hearts,? an old lady told the preacher George Brealey soon after he took up his mission in the 
Blackdowns in 1863.  But what Brealey found, once he began to understand and love the folk of the hills, was poverty 
lurking beneath the thatches, cottage walls running with damp, and not infrequent hunger among a people whose 
independence had been bred from generations of 
scrabbling a livelihood in these wet uplands. 

You see, if you were asked if you?d mind your well being 
used to conceal a bit of you-know-what you?d weigh up 
the pros and cons and quite likely give the thumbs up.  
From Lord Rolle and the vicar of East Budleigh to farmer 
John Frost of Blackborough and countless others in 
between, having a finger in the smuggling pie was part of 
local life.  

So join me here on a foggy autumn evening and sit by the 
fireside and listen carefully.  Perhaps you too will catch 
the beat of horses? feet, low voices, the flash of cutlass 
steel in lamplight, as the Gentlemen come by. 

Photo courtesy of Yarcombe.net



ENSURE YOUR ELECTRICS ARE SAFE

Keeping Honiton Safe: Did you know that electrical installations deteriorate over time?

Every year, over half of accidental domestic fires in the UK are caused by electricity.

The electrics installed in your property are a series of components that make up a mechanism to provide you with power. 
As with any working mechanism these deteriorate naturally over time.

It's important, therefore, that you have them checked regularly, like you do for you vehicle when you have an MOT, so that 
any defects are picked up quickly and your electrical system remains efficient and most importantly safe!

An electrical installation condition report (EICR) will identify any defects, damage or deterioration which could be 
dangerous and will recommend what improvements you should make to improve safety within your property. You are 
under no obligation to have any of the issues fixed but it is recommended that the most serious ones are rectified as soon 
as possible.

Who should have an EICR?
Home owners: Recommended every 10 years or prior to purchasing a property

Landlords: It is recommended that rental dwellings are checked every 5 years or on change of tenancy and good 
landlords already do this. It is slowly becoming law. Any tenancy agreements signed on or after June 1st 2020 are bound 
by law to be checked every 5 years. In April 2021 it will be mandatory for all rental dwellings to be checked every 5 years.

Commercial properties: Recommended every 5 years.

Caravan parks: Recommended every 1 year.

by Andrew Palmer, Honiton Electrix

How can you find out when your last inspection was carried out?

1) Go to your fuse board.

2) Look for the dated sticker ? this should show you the date of the last 
inspection and when the next one is due.



THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM

Aeons ago, when in the top class at Feniton Primary School, with Dolly Axon as my 
teacher, we were all set the task of learning a poem to recite to the assembled 
class. We were told with great solemnity that a local dignitary was also to be 
present, the serving Rector, a kindly man named Reverend Smith who invoked no 
fear in me whatsoever. (I now suspect he was posing as an early day Ofsted 
inspector assessing the teaching, as much as the learning.) We were allowed to 
choose our own poem and great was the excitement, as in those days we children 
were generally told what to do and to exercise free will in any task was not in 
keeping with the authoritarian control daily imposed by our headmistress, Dolly.

With a sinking heart, I turned page after page of that wretched poetry book and my 
little heart wilted. The poems all seemed so hard and so impossible to understand 
and, even worse, memorise. Yet I kept returning to one, which entered my 
imagination in a dreamlike manner, dispelling fear and lending fragmenting images 
of Buckerell churchyard, which was such a familiar, loved space, what with bell 
ringing and regular church attendance, as befitted a schoolmistress?s daughter. 
Nigh on sixty years later, I still remember the poem in a somewhat altered state 
from the original, yet nevertheless still encapsulating Emily Dickinson?s far reaching 
themes of which I had a simple comprehension:

Because I could not stop for death -
He kindly stopped for me -

The carriage held but just ourselves -
And Immortality -

We passed the school, where children played
Their lessons scarcely done -

We passed the fields of gazing grain -
We passed the setting sun -

We paused before a house that seemed
A swelling on the ground -

The roof was scarcely visible -
The cornice ? but a mound -

Since then - ?tis centuries ? yet each
Feels shorter than the day

I first surmised the horses? heads
Were towards Eternity.

Through the haze of time I remember the expression of astonishment on Dolly Axon?s rosy round face, and I seem to 
recall her peering over her spectacles quizzing me about my choice. I have no idea how I answered, yet I do know that I 
would not have mentioned the personification of death and ?Death? being viewed as something kindly and courteous. 
Although I do remember that in my childhood I viewed the graves with their inscriptions of devotion to the dear departed, 
as a documentation of those who had lived before me in Buckerell village; their dates and names suggested benevolent 
figures steeped in country lore. They filled my childlike imagination with something akin to a longing to walk and share 
with them in their simple, sunshine-filled rustic lives as they wandered the unspoiled tracks of yesteryear. Remember, dear 
reader, I was about ten years of age and had no idea of the 
poverty, the hardships and the complete lack of medical care 
also endured by these Buckerell forebears.

And now, when overtaken by some nostalgic longing to return 
to a place of solace and safety, the handlebars of my bicycle 
seem to turn from Gittisham to Buckerell and I pedal those old, 
familiar lanes and, just like in my youth, I carelessly prop my 
bike up against the old pump wall. Entering the churchyard is 
a stepping back in time and yet, when my eyes roam over 
those tombstones; I have known those people, they were the 
friends that accompanied my early years, watched over me 
and shaped me. Each grave contains a wealth of anecdotal 
stories and therein lie countless more ramblings from Gertie as 
she daydreams her way sitting peacefully among the 
?swellings on the ground? ? those sacred testimonies to lives 
well lived.



NEWS FROM OUR BUSINESSES
Every business should get the 
chance to be seen and heard

That?s the opinion of Emma Brown, 
who after 14 years working in PR, 
communications and marketing, has 

set up WordPlay Creative to help local businesses get 
noticed. Based in Dunkeswell, Emma?s business promotes 
and supports companies, organisations and charity groups 
by putting the right words in front of the right people ? their 
future customers and supporters.

Small business challenges

Starting up a new business is a challenge (particularly in 
2020), and once all the practicalities of trading have been 
ticked off, there can still be one vital element missing ? 
customers. ?Running a small business is exciting, but 
tough,? admits Emma. ?I love having the flexibility to offer a 
tailored service to my customers, and the opportunity to do 
something I love every day. But it?s not always easy for 
smaller businesses to get noticed.?

Getting the word out

?Being seen and heard shouldn?t just be the luxury of 
larger companies with in-house marketing teams,? Emma 
continues. ?I set up WordPlay Creative to champion local 
businesses and organisations, get the word out about their 
products and services, and help them attract new 
customers. I love the fact that by taking care of their words 
and their promotion, I free up businesses to focus on 
wowing their customers.?

Celebrating excellence

For Emma, job satisfaction comes from helping businesses 
identify what makes them special, and giving them the 
words to shout about it. Describing herself as ?a 
one-woman wordsmith?, Emma writes promotional copy for 
websites, brochures, social media, emails, publications, 
product launches and marketing campaigns - whatever is 
needed to get a business noticed. ?There is a real wealth 
of specialist skills and bespoke products on offer in and 
around Honiton, but not enough people know that. Many 
businesses are too 
modest ? or simply 
too busy ? to promote 
what they offer, and 
this is where I can 
help.?

Get noticed

Whatever the shape, 
size or offering of 
your business or 
organisation, contact 
Emma to discover 
how WordPlay 
Creative can get it 
noticed.

Call 07566 858354 

email hello@wordplaycreative.co.uk 

or visit www.wordplaycreative.co.uk.



NEWS FROM OUR BUSINESSES

Partner of Honiton?s Hybrid Gallery Tim Woolgar has swapped his invoice pad 
for palette and has been painting again after a long hiatus. He has had a 
painting accepted for the second year running for the Royal Academy Summer 
(Winter) Exhibition. The Summer Exhibition has continued uninterrupted every 
year since 1769 but this year had to move on to Winter.

This year?s entry was selected by Stephen Farthing RA and hangs in Room IX. 
Titled The Radio Controller the painting depicts his father Jack Woolgar and 
Harry Worth from a scene in a Here's Harry episode from 1961. He took a still 
image from an old video recording and colourised it in oils as of course it was 
pre colour TV. ?It?s a real privilege to have a painting hung on the same walls 
that have seen many many illustrious artists? work hanging here too.? He added 
?If you go please take a photo of yourself with my painting and let me see it on 
Instagram @timwoolgar.?

Don't forget to do your Christmas shopping locally

 - and keep our shops open and flourishing

See our advertisers this month

 and look out in next month's edition for more inspiration

Honiton & Village News

 - led by the community and there for the community

Vanessa is a qualified, licensed and insured 
Permanent Makeup Artist and Skincare Specialist, 
having over 10 years experience within the beauty 
industry with a Level 3 qualification in Beauty 
Therapy. Vanessa has gained numerous advanced 
qualifications to keep up with current industry 
trends, including an in depth Makeup Artistry course 
with a top London Medical and Aesthetic clinic and 

1-1 Permanent Makeup training with a multi-award winning industry expert.

Vanessa is passionate about helping people look and feel their best and opening her 
own salon on Honiton High Street is a dream come true. Vanessa offers a wide 
variety of advanced treatments from Permanent Makeup to results-driven Facials, 
Peels, Microdermabrasion, Microneedling and more.

 Using only the highest quality professional products with the latest advanced technology, together with her ever 
growing knowledge, skills and natural creative flair, Vanessa achieves a truly unique experience with real results.

Devon Permanent Makeup can be found at 42a High Street, Honiton EX14 1PJ

Free No Obligation Consultation

Connetts Farm at Dunkeswell

Connetts Farm can be found in the old village of Dunkeswell between the church and village hall, EX14 4QZ. Open all 
year, all daylight hours where you can purchase; potatoes, eggs, seasonal vegetables, logs, hay and straw.

You can also collect or arrange delivery of farmyard manure, horse manure, topsoil, compost and woodchip. 

With Christmas fast approaching there will be a huge selection of Christmas trees from 3-30 ft with many different 
varieties either cut or potted on offer.

We will be open to sell from 29th November so come along to visit the animals, have a warm mince pie, play in the snow 
and find your perfect Christmas tree. Our aim is to give you the real Christmas experience whilst maintaining COVID 19 
Government guidelines.

Stay safe and the Stevens family look forward to seeing you very soon.

Further work can be seen at Hybrid Gallery





A THOUGHT FOR YOU
My diary was full until late March, then suddenly it?s blank page 
after blank page. None of us, I imagine, predicted how 2020 
would pan out at our New Year?s celebrations, probably 
expecting a year much like any other year. Instead, what we got 
is a pandemic which has shut most things down and disrupted 
our lives in a way we haven?t experienced before. It?s confusing, 
it?s worrying and, a lot of the time, it?s frustrating. Is it all part of a 
plan? I doubt it. You might be expecting me to say it is, but I 
don?t think God is a control freak who arranges absolutely 
everything according to how He would like it, as if the world were 
just God?s pizza order. To work properly, the world, and the 
people in it, need freedom. Accidents happen. We ourselves, 
though, are not accidents. Here are some amazing facts about 
you:

I could go on all day, but you get the idea We are ordinary, and miraculous at the same time. We are just like 
everyone else yet utterly unique. Isaac Newton said that if nothing else convinced him of God?s existence, a close 
examination of his own thumb would do it. Christians believe that, precisely because the world is created, it points 
towards its creator and that the wonder, beauty and diversity of the world is not an accident. Faith is not, at its 
most basic level, about what you can and can?t do. It?s about how you see life and whether you see it as a gift, or 
whether you take it for granted as something that is ?just there?. Those who see life as a gift, despite its 
uncertainties, are, I believe, on their way to receiving faith?s greatest gift :  life in all its fullness.

1. Six trillion chemical reactions take place in your body every second.

2. The genes in your body, if squashed together, would fit into an ice 
cube. If stretched out, they would go the sun and back more than 400 
times.

3. Each day you think around 50,000 different thoughts.

by Ben Haslam,  Minister of Honiton Methodist Church 



A WET BUT WONDERFUL FAMILY DAY AT THE DONKEY SANCTUARY
by Kate Baxter

The Donkey Sanctuary has long been a favourite family day out. Back in 
March, the spread of Covid-19 forced its closure and it remained shut 
throughout the usually busy summer months. I had been frequently 
checking the website and so was thrilled to see it was finally set to 
welcome guests again from 28 September. Not wasting any time, my 
family visited the first weekend they were open. 

Unlucky for us, the whole weekend was a very wet affair! Local flooding 
and gale force winds made for a blustery day and the rain poured down 
as we pulled into the car park. We were surprised to find it fairly busy so 
clearly we weren't the only ones excited to be back! The charity has put 
in place many measures to make it Covid secure; one way markers, 
hand sanitiser and marshals are visible throughout the site and everyone 
we saw was carefully observing social distancing rules. The cafe is only 
offering table service and all the tables are spaced far apart. A visit to the 
Sanctuary is very much outdoors based and, combined with the safety 
measures in place, makes a visit feel very safe.

The rain lashed down as we headed out into the fields to locate our first 
donkeys. My nearly two year old has two donkey themed books at home 
and was very excited to meet some real ones, and the pouring rain 
wasn't going to deter her! Unfortunately, the poor donkeys only peeped 
out from inside their shelters, and they looked damp and cold! At 2.30pm 
there was a talk in the barn and so we headed down to listen to a 
(socially distanced) talk with another family. Two friendly donkeys stood 
with their keeper munching hay. Emily was enthralled. It was great to be 
back!

Back in the top fields, two sodden donkeys stood braying for food, much 
to Emily's excitement! The donkeys trotted after their keepers as they 
distributed their hay and then disappeared into the dry. It was also time 
for us to get out of the rain and dry off. The Kitchen was serving lovely 
looking cakes and hot drinks. In this weather, it was hot chocolates all 
around! We enjoyed the chocolate shortbread and fruit cake and 
delicious hot drinks to get us warmed up. My little one was particularly 
excited to notice a donkey shaped chocolate decoration on her 
babychino! 

The view from the cafe is beautiful, stretching over the fields, one of 
which has an incredible white chalk donkey carved into it. A look around 
the gift shop was a nice end to the visit. As you'd imagine, it's donkey 
mad! They sell everything from donkey shaped book ends to Donkey 
Sanctuary Monopoly! We settled on some chutney and some biscuits as 
a reminder of our wonderful day out. The Donkey Sanctuary really is an 
excellent place to take little ones, with plenty to see, pram friendly paths 
and, offering free entry, it doesn't have to cost anything at all! Although 
the cakes are hard to resist



MEMORIES OF BEING CONSCRIPTED
As I was 18 in 1946  
(I am now 91) I knew 
that I would shortly 
be ?called up? to 
being conscripted in 
to the UK armed 
forces. Both my 
grandfather and my 
dad had been in the 
army so I decided to 
follow on from them 
rather than join the 
navy or air force. My 
calling up papers 
arrived in March 
1947 together with a 
rail pass to go from 
my home to London 

Liverpool Street station to report to the RTO, the Railway 
Transport Officer.He told me others that we would be 
going to Belfast to start six weeks of basic training but 
first we were to go to army barracks near Liverpool 
before boarding the morning.

A few miles from the port the rough sea meant all of us 
new recruits plus the other passengers were very 
seasick.Boy were we glad to board a lorry in Belfast to go 
to Ballymena, a small town which is now often in the 
news as a main centre for industry.

At the medical examination the following morning, the 
dentist said I had a set of good looking teeth except I had 
one too many on the right side and suggested it should 
come out. I agreed!

A few hours later we were measured for uniforms and 
given other kit including a kit bag to keep it in.We felt we 
were really in the army now. Next day we were taught 
how to march, turn left and right and how to salute and 
who to salute to. We were then given a rifle and very 
special lessons on keeping it clean; this was followed by 
the very important bayonet, how to fit it to the rifle and 
many lessons using it on dummies, as well as how to 
shoulder arms on special parades to make sure we did 
not hurt a fellow soldier! Basic training included learning 
to fire the rifle as well as Bren guns (a sort of machine 
gun) out on the firing range, keeping guard duty all night 
and other army routines. For the first three weeks we 
were confined to barracks then those who wanted to 
could visit Belfast for a few hours. I wandered around the 
city for a bit and found a bookshop which kept me busy 

for an hour or two; however a civilian called Theo came 
up to me (I was in uniform) and asked if I would like to 
meet an Irish family, taking me to meet his wife and some 
of his six children and giving me a good meal. When it 
was time to meet the truck to take me back to barracks, 
Theo took me to the meeting point and said I would be 
welcome to visit the family next time I was in Belfast ? 
this I did and the friendship lasted many years.In fact one 
of his daughters came to live in London, and we went out 
a few times - until she met a pal of mine and they 
eventually married.

The six weeks came to an end and the Colonel took the 
salute as we paraded and proudly marched.My next 
destination was Malvern in Worcestershire to join the 
32nd Regiment of the Royal Engineers to become a 
Sapper and be taught how to be an army engineer. So 
with my rifle and full kitbag I eventually arrived in my new 
barracks. I trained on Bailey Bridges to cross rivers, 
became expert in rifle shooting as well as tank guns on 
Salisbury Plain, as well as more marching and long, very 
long, marches overnight learning how to bed down under 
bushes. In addition I operated the barracks fire engine 
and had the usual guard duties.

Six months later I was transferred to Tidworth in Wiltshire 
- the HQ of the regiment. Duties took a different turn as I 
was asked to be a unit leader on the book ?British Ways 
and Purpose? ? a book to teach other platoons about our 
country and how our democracy and Royal Family 
worked together to make the British Empire. Out of the 
blue I was promoted to Lance Corporal. It gave me better 
pay, another sixpence (2.5p) a day, more responsibility 
looking after the Sappers ? and, even more pleasing, 
better sleeping quarters.

In June 1948 Britain became involved in the "Federation 
of Malaya Emergency" and I was sent on 72 hours 
embarkation leave at home taking all my equipment (and 
of course my rifle) before being sent to fight. My Mum 
and Dad were really worried that I had to have my rifle at 
home, but I explained I did not have any bullets until I 
actually went to war. Making my way to the boat in 
Tilbury, to my astonishment the Officer I/C told me that I 
had to return to duties in Tidworth.My Seargent, who was 
already on the boat, was killed on the first day of action in 
that war.

My last part of being in the army was completely different. 
I spent four weeks in Army College in Shrewsbury.  
Wonderful!  Given a new suit and went home, demobbed.

by Alf  Boom





COMMUNITY NEWS
News f rom  The Royal Br it ish Legion in Honit on

Like many organisations in the charity sector we have had a miserable year so 
far, and have not been able to achieve a great deal. We will always put our 
membership and public safety first; for this reason we have to follow guidance 
from Government and our Leadership team to the letter.

That said we continue to be here for those who need our support, and to 
celebrate the remembrance of those brave men and women who paid the 
ultimate price whilst serving their country.

Lots of people are asking the question what about the Poppy Appeal? The 
Poppy Appeal is going ahead and will be slightly different from previous years. 
The management team of the Poppy Appeal has been working away throughout 
the summer to come up with a plan that will raise money for our causes as well 
as maintaining public safety. Along with many national corporate partners we 
will have lots of static collection boxes out and around the town. We also intend 
to have a stand outside St Pauls Church in Honiton on the lead up to 
Remembrance Day. So when you see our collection boxes please be generous.

Remembrance Day this year will be a low key affair. We intend to hold a small act of homage and 2 minutes silence at the 
War Memorial in Honiton on Sunday 8 November - this will be held at 10:55 hours.The same event will then 
be repeated on Wednesday 11 November. Anyone wishing to lay wreaths at the War Memorial are 
requested to do so throughout the morning of Sunday 8 November. To avoid crowding at the War Memorial 
everyone is strongly requested to ensure social distancing and wear a face mask for the duration of the 
event.

Finally, due to the Rule of Six, we are unable to hold our Annual General Meeting that was due to be held on 
Monday 5 October. This event will be postponed until a date in the future when we are able to hold the 
meeting.

Honiton Working Men's Club would like to 
thank all those who have made enquiries 
about membership since its article in the 
October H&VN.  We are having to hold fast 
on new applicants due to current 
circumstances but all details are being 
taken, with a view to making contact later

Honiton Walking Club are delighted to 
announce that they are still walking on club 
Tuesdays, following government 
guidelines. We're discovering lots of lovely 
footpaths and views in and around 
Honiton! 

Why not come and join us! Small groups 
with a walk leader. 

New members are warmly welcomed!

Check out our website for details! 
tinyurl.com/honitonwalkingclub

Honiton Methodist Church are delighted to 
let you know that we are now open for 
Sunday worship at 10.30! We've put 

measures in place to ensure everyone can 
worship safely. You can find us on Chapel 
Street (just off New Street). We would be 

thrilled to see you



COMMUNITY NEWS

Food Bank Appeal
The onset of the Coronavirus pandemic is set to change our lives for a very long time and 
at the King?s Centre Food Bank the amazing team of volunteers has adapted our model to 
ensure that essential food is being delivered to families and individuals who are in food 
crisis. Thanks to the generosity of the people of Honiton and the surrounding area 
together with support from East Devon District Council, Tesco, Honiton Round Table and 
many others we have been able to provide over 8,000 meals since lockdown. Due to 
increasing demand we now have shortages of several items including:- Tinned 
potatoes/mash, squash, fruit juice, tinned carrots, noodles, microwave rice, sugar, biscuits, 
meat and meat meals. We would be grateful if when you go shopping you remember the 
Food Bank and donate a few items to help. 

The financial forecasts for the coming months are looking 
bleak and we are anticipating an increase in demand. Therefore we will be looking to add to 
the number of volunteers from the autumn.

If you know of anyone who would benefit from some additional support then we will 
deliver within a 5 mile radius of Honiton (sometimes further!).

Please contact by email:- foodbank@thecommunitychurch.co.uk 

Or phone:- 0140443800

We aim to deliver within three days of someone making contact       

Honiton Chamber of Commerce has now launched the ShopWatch WhatsApp Group as an early warning system to 
alert retail stores and hospitality venues in and around Honiton of any unacceptable behaviour by individuals or 
groups. This may range from attempted theft or damage to drunkenness or threats of violence.

Unlike previous systems where a chain of phone calls had to be made or radios had to be purchased, WhatsApp is 
free and instant so when one member of the group feels it necessary to send out a warning all other members will 
receive the message immediately.

The idea was promoted by Constable Tom Hardy of the local community policing team in Honiton. The group can not 
be run by the police and so Tom approached the Chamber of Commerce and invited them to take up the project, an 
idea he had already begun to promote in the town.

It must be stressed that this is in no way a method of reporting matters to the police;  you must report via 101 for a 
non emergency and  999 or 112 for emergencies.

Although most retailers have been visited twice to arrange joining the group and signing their agreement to the code 
of conduct there are still some forms to be collected, we will get around to adding those few in the near future.

If you feel you should be part of this group and have not been contacted please use the attached application 
form. It can then be dropped of at:-

French Hen 137 High Street    or
Lacemakers Cafe 46 High Street,

alternatively it can be scanned and emailed to:-honitonchamber@gmail.com

Launch of Shop Watch



First of all I would like to thank Kassa Retter the chairman of Honiton Millennium Green for her kind 
words and thanks on behalf of her committee in last month?s magazine - it was most appreciated.

On 12 and 13 September we spent a very enjoyable weekend at The Truck Show held at Smeatharpe 
in the glorious sunshine promoting our Lions Club, Message in a Bottle and running a draw for a food 
hamper on both days from which we made a small profit. On the subject of Message in a Bottle, I had a 
conversation with an on-site paramedic who said it was an excellent scheme, but please make sure 

each person who has one fills in the enclosed form otherwise it is useless.

I know Easter is long gone now but thanks must go to Mandy and staff at The Otter Inn 
for going the extra mile to sell yet another egg in September making £120. Thanks also 
to Duncan and Elizabeth Chillcott who helped raise another £130 at their September 
sale at their Silver Street Auction House. This was helped also by the vendor of the sale 
of the Honiton sign who made a generous donation. Our Easter Egg draw this year 
made a profit of £930, £86 down on last year?s total which in the circumstances we are 
in was brilliant - thank you to all who took part.

On behalf of our Lions Ladies, Linda Richards has made more than 150 face masks for 
Hospicecare Honiton being sold by the now famous Mary Bolshaw along with jam made 
by Sheila Dare.

As I always ask if you would like more information on what Lions Clubs do please give 
me a call on 01404 43738.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Honiton, Ottery & DIstrict Association
Readers with long memories may recall our piece in the April issue which looked forward to the year?s programme of 
social events and visits that support the National Trust. Of course by the time it appeared we, like other groups, had 
called a halt to all activities for the year.

At present the situation changes almost daily so we cannot be certain what will happen over the next few months but 
we remain hopeful that our visits and speakers can be rearranged for next year. We will then look forward to meeting 
with members new and old.

In the mean time if you would like to know more about us please contact Gill Goodes 01404 42081

Vicki & Marie are thrilled to be back at the Beehive, the 
home of Theatre Kidz! Lots of space to safely dance and act 
(singing too when we're able!) in the fabulous Joanna Leach 
Auditorium. Performing Arts classes for children aged 4 - 16

www.theatrekidz.co.uk



COMMUNITY NEWS

Still Supporting Good Causes Despite Covid
Otter Valley Rotary Group meets weekly on a Tuesday evening via Zoom. This allows important discussion on fundraising 
and provides fellowship which is important to the members. We have interesting talks from various organisations, 
charities, schools and fellow Rotarians from other areas. A teacher and two pupils from Kings School in Ottery gave a 
presentation via Zoom on their amazing trip to an Indian orphanage; Otter Valley Rotary contributed towards materials 
needed for the trip, Students funded their own flights via fund raising activities throughout the school year. 

Take a look at our website Otter Valley Rotary, go to future events for up to date information on forthcoming talks. New 
members are very welcome. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Fundraising As Covid 19 continues to affect all our daily lives our fundraising capabilities continue to be severely 
curtailed. Members continue to look for inventive ways to raise funds so we can continue to support the community 
groups that require our help. Members are donating money monthly and have provided much needed funds to Food 
banks, Random Kitchen,  Devon Freewheelers and Mill Water Special Educational Needs School. We are donating £500 
to Millwater for Christmas presents for all the children. 

Community Raffle This is a raffle for South East Devon, which helps local groups/charities by providing the raffle tickets 
to sell, the group/charity keep 90p from each £1 ticket sold. This has been an excellent fundraiser for many groups over 
the past few years. If you would like some tickets to sell please email mthuxtable@aol.com  First prize is £1,000 with 
smaller cash prizes All ticket stubs need to be returned by 9 November; the draw will be made on 24 November,  

Santa Fun Run We are hoping to be able to host our annual Santa fun run around Ottery St Mary, provisional date is  13 
December. Full details to follow, watch our Facebook page for more information. 

Store Collections To continue providing much needed financial support for our community we will be collecting at Tesco 
in Honiton, McColls in West Hill and a few other stores (to be confirmed ). 

All our fundraising plans are subject to change or cancellation due to new guidelines that may be implemented due to 
Covid.



LOCAL AUTHOR PROFILE

Behind the Masks is 
written for those who, like 
me, paid little attention 
when told at school about 
Greek dramatists or such 
legendary figures as 
Theseus, Oedipus and 
Heracles. I never became 
interested until middle 
age, when I wanted to 
learn Greek. I attended 
evening classes at Exeter 
University and there met 

Greek enthusiasts who had exciting stories to tell about the 
country and their travels and adventures. The whole vista 
of Greek legend and mythology suddenly blossomed for 
me; I planned my first journey, and so my travel writing 
about Greece began.

Behind the Masks required several trips to Greece to see 
for myself where the first dramatists had lived and worked. 
Two keen companions proved invaluable, happy to come 
to the places I suggested ? one drove while the other 
navigated; best of all we enjoyed each other?s company.

We flew to Athens to see the small theatre of Dionysos, 
god of wine and drama, whose tiered stone seats rise 
fan-shaped up the slope below the sheer rockface of the 
Acropolis in the south eastern corner. It was where the 
Great Dionysia Festival was held where the best 5thc. BC 
dramatists staged their work.

We then sailed to the island of Salamis where Euripides 
was born. On the southern tip of the island we climbed up 
the mountainside to the cave where Euripides wrote many 
of his tragedies in peace and solitude.

From Salamis we took a ferry boat to the Peloponnese to 
see Troezen, a vast archaeological site a few miles from 
the sea; a rarely visited site with a backcloth of mountains 
whose higher reaches are bare crags soaring up against 
the cloudless blue sky, its lower slopes clothed in olive 
groves. It was there that Euripides set his tragedy 
Hippolytus in which Phaedra (wife of King Theseus) hangs 
herself because of her unrequited passion for her stepson 
Hippolytus.

We then drove on to see the amphitheatre at Epidaurus 
where Aeschylus? trilogy the Oresteia was recently staged 

by the London National Theatre, the cast wearing masks 
and costumes as in its first production in Athens. From 
there we drove to Corinth, the setting for Euripides Medea 
? another tragedy where passion turns the mind.

We visited Thebes, home of legendary King Oedipus about 
whom Sophocles wrote several tragedies, one of which 
was Oedipus Tyrannus where Oedipus discovers he 
murdered his father and was married to his mother, which 
resulted in him blinding himself.

But Greek drama was not all gloom and doom. The comic 
playwright Aristophanes brought much needed laughter. 
He was born in Athens but spent his adolescent years on 
the island of Aegina, an hour?s sail from Piraeus. He would 
have seen (as we did) the amazing temple of Aphaia, 
standing high and solitary on its terrace to the east of the 
island, majestic against the skyline in perfect harmony with 
the landscape. Aristophanes never wrote about historical 
events, but applied himself to topical subjects, frequently 
poking fun at the public figures of the day, such as in his 
Clouds in which he lampoons Socrates, and Women of the 
Thesmophoria where Euripides is the butt of his humour.

Our final journey was to 
Macedonia where 
Euripides lived the last 
years of his life at the 
court of King Archelaus 
who wanted to bring 
Greek culture to his 
kingdom. We ended 
finally at Dion, the 
religious centre of the 
kingdom, where Mt 
Olympus (home to the 
twelve Olympian gods) 
looms large as a natural 
backdrop to the ancient 
site. In both tragedy and 
comedy the gods played 
their part; in the 5thc. BC 
their presence was part 
of everyday life.

For those who have given little thought to Greek drama, 
the travelogue Behind the Masks will open a new world of 
extraordinary imagination and legendary stories.

Behind the Masks

(in the footsteps of the Early Greek Dramatists)

By Jill Dudley

Jill Dudley's latest book is a follow-up to her last title 

Gods & Heroes (on the trail of the Iliad and the Odyssey)

For a complete list of all her books, see : www.orpingtonpublishers.co.uk



SUPPORT A LOCAL CHARITY THIS CHRISTMAS

Devon Freewheelers has a range of items that are perfect as stocking fillers this Christmas. Gift ideas for all  of the family 
and for all ages! All of our items are available for a donation to Devon Freewheelers which will enable us to continue to 
provide the free Blood Bike service our volunteers provide to the NHS across the county of Devon, a service we have 
provided from our home in Honiton for the past 11 years. 

For every £1 donated to Devon Freewheelers that equates to 14 miles worth of fuel in one of Blood Bikes.

All of these items can be collected from our offices in Honiton. To order your items and to arrange collection, please email: 
info@devonfreewheelers.org.uk or call the office on 0300 800 0105 during working hours.

We would also like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has bought one of our face mask over the last 
couple of months, we have nearly sold 200! Thank you for your support from everyone at Devon Freewheelers.

Items are available for the following donations 

Devon Freewheelers Wrist Band £1
Devon Freewheelers Pen £1
Devon Freewheelers Lanyard £2
Devon Freewheelers Face Mask £4
Devon Freewheelers Water Bottle £4.50
Devon Freewheelers Baseball Cap £6
Devon Freewheelers Teddy Bear £7



HONITON HOSPITAL UPDATE

RD&E Goes Live With My Care!
On Saturday 10 October, the RD&E made history. At 4.45am, our new electronic patient record went live, making us the 
first Trust in the UK to have a single, electronic patient record for both our Acute and Community Services. Across all 
divisions, the positivity and enthusiasm our staff have displayed since the early hours on Saturday morning is yet another 
demonstration of their spirit and commitment to deliver the best possible patient care and embrace change and new ways 
of working to benefit our patients.

As anticipated, with a change on this scale this will be a continuous learning curve and we would ask our patients to bear 
with us during this time if communication is not of the standard we would normally hope for. We are monitoring this 
implementation on a daily basis to ensure patient safety and care remains unaffected.

Honiton and Axminster Hospitals are the first two Community sites to have a patient check in kiosk for our Outpatient 
Clinic attendances. For Honiton, this is situated in our main hospital foyer. This system will provide patients with easy and 
secure electronic access to pertinent parts of their medical records, allowing more control of their health and wellbeing.

Some examples:

·Ability to review previous visits, upcoming appointments and after visit summaries.

·View and cancel upcoming appointments.

·Message their speciality care team.

We are extremely proud of our staff and colleagues for their hard work and resilience during the pandemic and continuing 
to adapt to this significant change across the Trust. We would like to thank our Primary Care Network, our Community 
Groups and our patients for the ongoing support to our Community Hospitals.



TRIP NEEDS YOUR  HELP

 

F

TRIP, the Honiton based transport charity,  is experiencing vandalism and theft problems with its vehicles currently
 parked at Tescos.  TRIP is looking to find a secure site somewhere in or near to the town.  

There are around six vehicles, comprising of minibuses large and small, and it has recently ordered an electric vehicle.  
The site ideally needs to be safe and secure, either private or commercial land, with storage or enough room to place a 

secure container to store equipment.

TRIP  could pay rental.

TRIP in New Street is also looking to re-locate to larger premises in Honiton High Street.

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE CONTACT TRIP 

01404 46529

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/search/flowers/


SCRAPBOOK

Night workers 
resurfacing Honiton 
High Street pose for 
a photo by Nick 
Boggan

Thanks to Marina and Chris - and 
everyone involved at The Beehive - 

for starting up Line Dancing again on 
Wednesday evenings in a safe, 

secure but fun environment. 

From the Wednesday Line Dancers

The latest fashions in 
face masks on show in 
Honiton - always a trend 
setter!

photos by Nick Boggan

Jo Ware retired last month from her Post Office in Talaton after 27 
years service; the occasion was marked by a small ceremony 
outside the Talaton Community Shop. In happier non-Covid times it 
would have been a whole-village event. Jo was presented, by 
Chairman of the Shop Committee Lady Anne Boles with a cheque 
made up of donations given by her many friends, neighbours, 
customers and from the shop committee.

The Talaton Shop, the oldest volunteer run shop in Devon, had 
housed the Post Office on their premises for 26 years but Jo had to 
host the Post Office in her own house for a year when the shop 
moved into a new building. The Talaton Post Office not only served 
its local community but also customers from many villages where 
their local Post Office had been closed. Alas, it would seem the 
Talaton Post Office will now go the same way and inevitably this will 
impinge on the viability of the Community Shop itself.

Well done, Jo, the whole village wishes her well and a very well 
earned and happy retirement.

In an welcome move the Community Use 
Building in School Lane is being passed 
into the ownership of a Honiton 
Community Company by Devon County 
Council. Read more about the exciting 
plans for renovating the building and 
expanding its use in our next magazine.



Awliscombe - The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury - Post Office and Store

Buckerell - Splatthayes

Churchinford - The York

Combe Raleigh - Church of St Nicholas

Dalwood - Community Shop

Dunkeswell - Highfield Stores - Highfield 
Garage - Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage 
Centre - Connetts Farm

Feniton - Spar Shop, Envious Creative Hair, 
Feniton Hair Stylists

Gittisham - Bus Stop, Combe Farm Shop, 
Combe Garden Centre

Honiton New Street - The Paper Shop - 
House of Hair - The Dental Surgery

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate - 
Army Surplus Depot

Honiton Lace Walk - Co-op -  Devon Freewheelers - Carol 
Gilson's Stall

Honiton High Street - Stitched-up! - Coffee #1 - Little Shop of 
Seasons - Alan Rowe - Dimonds - St Paul's Church - Allhallows 
Museum - Wine World - RKL - Pearl Nails - Shades - 
Lacemaker's Cafe - Park Life

Honiton - Tesco Stores - The Beehive - Thelma Hulbert 
Gallery

Offwell - Windmill Garage

Payhembury - Community Shop

Plymtree - Community Shop

Smeatharpe - Highlands

Stockland - King's Arms - telephone box

Talaton - Community Shop

Upottery - Upottery Airfield Heritage Centre

Weston - Heron Farm Shop

Yarcombe - Village Hall

Stockists of Honiton & Village News
(Please check outlets are open)
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